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Like many Kansans prior to the era of
unification of school districts, I had the
pleasure of attending a one room schoolhouse.
Plymouth Schoolhouse
The celebration of the Plymouth schoolhouse
brings back the memories of my days at Round
Mound school in Trego County. With fondness
I remember the students, who in no year that I
recall, ever numbered more than 15. Those 15
students were members of only four or five
families living in the small township. Recesses
of many days were spent in a perpetuai
monopoly game. There were always chores to
do-watering plants, dusting, carrying water,
etc. There was definite ownership in our
building and our education. Unique to our
school was its location at the foot of Round
~Mound. In late fall and early spring, before the rattlesnakes appeared, we would often
hold classes on the Mound. It is with these memories, and many more· prompted by this
celebration, that I dedicate this newsletter to my one room schoolhouse teachers, Gladys
Lindberg and Mary Elden, and to the many teachers, school board members, parents, and
especially the children of one room schoolhouses of our past.
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Mark Your Calendar
The Plymouth Schoolhouse Celebration

Research Representative
Steve Nilhas
743-5619

A Project of Fort Hays State University and Phi Delta Kappa
Saturday, October 8, 1994
Fort Hays State University Campus

Foundation Representative
Rhonda Johnson
726-3185

Schedule
1:30

Publicity Chairman
Judy Nixon
628-5845
Spelling Bee Coordinator
Mary Johnson
625-3330

2:30
3:30
6:00

8:00

"Children of our Orphan Train" - Marilyn Coffey, FHSU English Department
Plymouth Schoolhouse site
Surprise Event - Schoolhouse site
"School Celebration" - Hays Area Students, Schoolhouse site
School Banquet Program:
"Pictorial Tour: Kansas Country Schools Revisited" by Dr. Bill Samuelson
Black and Gold Room, Memorial Union
"The Music Man" - FHSU Players, Felten-Start Theatre

Reservation Request

Phi Delta Kappa Banquet
&

The Music Man
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Number in party
PDKBanquet _ _ X $12= $ _ _ __
The Music Man _ _ X $5 = $ _ _ __
Total

$ _ _ __

_ _ I do not plan to attend the evening events, but I will be at the afternoon festivities, please count me in!
You may make a combined check for both events. Send checks payable to FHSU-PDK before Sept. 23, 1994.
Send to:
Dr. Allan R. Miller
ACES Department
Fort Hays State University
Hays, KS 67601-4099
*Tickets for the banquet and/or the show may be picked up 30 minutes in advance of each of these events in the Fort Hays Ballroom.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Vera Rodecap will be autographing copies
of her book. The Country Schoolteacher: A
Kansas Legacy.

Matching fund project (selling Lemonade)
by Aid Association for Lutherans (AAL),
Branck #4453, to by McGuffey's Readers.

Teacher's Prayer
I want to teach my students how
To live life on this earth To face its struggles and its strife
And how to improve their worth Not just the lesson in a book
On how the river flows But how to choose the proper path
Wherever they may go To understand eternal truth
And know the right from wrong And gather all the beauty of
A flower and a song For if I help the world to grow
In wisdom and in grace Then I shall feel that I have won
And I have filled my place And so I ask your guidance, God
That I may do my part For character and confidence
And happiness of heart.

-James J. Metcalf

One-room schools remembered
The following excerpts are courtesy of Dr. Allan Miller, Fort Hays State University College of Education. Through Dr. Miller's quest to
preserve the memories of one room schoolhouses throughout Kansas, his students have interviewed many former teachers.

County Superintendent and
Teacher at the Same Time
Eliza Atkinson, from an interview
by Billie L. Biel
I started teaching in 1915. At that time
you wouldn't have to have but an 8th grade
education if you could pass the teacher's
examination. Most of the teachers at the
time I taught did not have any high school at
all. Some of the teachers when I first started
were teaching in sod schoolhouses. The last
sod schoolhouse in the county was during
the time I was County Superintendent.
When I ran out of a place to stay they let
me take a small bed and a three burner oil
stove into the building and I batched, so to
speak. Had to go across over to Mr.
Higgins to get my water and so on. Carried
it across.
The first time I was appointed County
Superintendent, I had a school and I talked
it over with the school board, and they
allowed me to send a substitute out on
Monday, so I kept lht: offo;e opt:n. It was
to be open two days a week. I kept it open
on Saturday and Monday and taught school
the rest of the week.
I had a deaf boy in one school. He had
learned to talk before he went deaf. I think
he had the measles and the whooping
cough at the same time and that caused
him to lose his hearing. He was a lip
reader. I stood in front of his desk and
pronounced his spelling words to him
when he'd look up at me, so we got along
fine. Later on, he went to Washington,
D.C., to the deaf school, and he teaches in
a deaf college somewhere.

The Smell of New Clothes
Agnes Hennes, from an interview
by David Ottley and Gery Hake
The first school I taught was Free Will
School in Osborne County out on the
prairie. Fact of the matter is, by running
down in the pasture about a mile and a half
or two, we'd find a stone that said geographic center of the United States.
All the kids wore handmade clothes. No
one thought of buying a ready-made dress;
that was out. I remember I always enjoyed
the first day of school because everyone
was wearing a brand new dress or new

overalls. I could smell that fabric all day
long. It smelled like that until their clothes
got washed. The girls, you never saw any
bare skin. Their legs were covered.
I was at the blackboard writing out
problems when a spitball hit me in the
back. I turned around and said, "Frank, did
you do that?"
"Yes."
"Well, why did you do that?"
"Because that other student bet me 15
cents I was afraid to do it."
Little things like that happened and it
made your day happy. I didn't take it as an
insult, and no one else did either.
In that last school I taught I had all those
students. I couldn't do justice. Time was
just too short. I tried to do my best, but I
know I failed them a little bit. Not that I
wanted to, there just wasn't time. I had a
couple of boys that were very disruptive.
They talked a lot and were troublemakers.
When you were teaching the rest of the
classes they were problems. I think that is
one thing that kind of burned me out about
teaching. You had so many and then get a
wild one-it doesn't work very well.

Antelope Ridge
Fred Crippen, from an interview
by Walt Cooper
I was just 17 years old when I went out
to teach. I had just four boys. The school
closed two weeks early because they
moved to Quinter.
Your salary was written on your
contract. They would say they would pay
you so much, and if you decided you
would take it, fine. The only say you
would have was, "I'll take it."
They voted to organize Antelope Ridge
in 1905 and the building was built in 1908.
They sawed the rock, quarried the rock,
and carried it up there and built the
building. The unique part of the building
was they planed off the inside of the rock,
plastered it smoothly and used blackboard
paint, and that was the blackboard. The
roof was wood and it had to be hauled 20
and 30 miles from the railroad. It had a
regular floor-6" flooring is what they
called it. It was a pine floor.

Antelope Ridge got its name because the
people who lived there could see antelope
running along the ridge.

Two Negro Families
Made Up the School
Alice Weigel, from an interview
by Jolene Rhine
I taught country school right out of high
school. That was all that was required for
the country school. I applied to different
schools and took the one I wanted because
it was close to my home, and I could walk
or ride horseback. I went to see Mrs.
Pfiester, the head of the school board, and
she asked questions about teaching. I told
her I just got out of high school. She said,
"These are colored children. Do you think
you can handle that? I want them taught
just like white children. That's important
to me as a school board member." It didn't
matter to me.
I got to school on horseback the first
year. The second year I boug!1t n ?-y1vdel T
Ford. Half the time I would get half way
home and would have a flat. I had to walk
the rest of the way and call the garage to
fix it. The tires were hard and women
couldn't fix them. At the end of the school
year I didn't have a dime saved, it all went
to the garage.
continued on back page

"Hey, this is great! I can kill two birds
with one stone. I'll give the apple to my
English teacher and the worm to my
science teacher. "

Interviews cont.

Caught in a Blizzard

No Time/or
Pie Suppers or Programs
Orville Eugene Etter, from an
interview by Jolene Rhine
I took a normal training course in high
school and started teaching immediately
after I graduated. I rode horseback four and
one half miles each way. One night I left
the schoolhouse, and it was beginning to
rain. By the time I got home, three and one
half inches had fallen. It rained hard. When
I got on top of the hill, the horse turned tail
to the wind and wouldn't go. Thunder
rolling, lightening flashing-they say
that's an awful dangerous place to be for
lightening, but I got through it.
Sometimes schools did have evening
programs but I didn't. I didn't have time to
work with the youngsters to put on that. I
felt it was more beneficial to them to give
time to their own studies, rather than put on
a program for the entertainment of the
parents, and that was usually all an evening
program was for. .. the women or young
ladies of the district would bring pies and
sell them, and use that money to buy athletic equipment. We didn't need that, so I
didn't see any point in staging a pie supper.

Mary Traun, from an interview
with Marie Burns
I got caught in a terrible blizzard with
six children in my car, and to get to the
place where I boarded we had to drive
almost a half a mile through a field. There
was a road through the field. I thought I
could follow by way of the posts, but there
were no posts here and everything was
snow. I found myself going in circles and
would up in the corner of a section. I
recognized the corner of the section by the
mail boxes so I left my car. By then it was
stranded... just no way could I find my
way. I had a blanket in the car and I had
the children all grasp a hold of that and I
led. We walked a quarter of a mile down
the hill to another farm house. By then
their little fingers were frostbitten, some of
them. My knees were frostbitten . I had
boots on luckily. The lady got some snow
and thawed us out and kept us all night.
Now, that did turn me against western
Kansas, I'll be honest with you.

Students Choose Name
for their School
Faye Blue, from an interview
by Lori Price
This school was just called District 6 and
ought to have a name. I asked the children to
talk with their parents and see if they could
come up with some names. Several of them
did bring some names. We put them on the
blackboard, and then hid our eyes and voted.
Hillside was the one that won.
We had one problem the first few years I
taught. There were so many rattlesnakes
one year, I killed several rattlesnakes on
the playground. I killed the first one with a
ball bat, after that I kept a hoe.
The Christmas program was always very
special. I always gave my presents under
the tree to the kids that night, and they
gave me mine.
We went on several hikes, sometimes
just down to the Beaver a ways, and built a
fire and roasted some weiners. We built it
down there in the sand where we knew it
wouldn't get away.
We would go to Burlington to skate. We
rode back to Goodland on the Rocket. The
parents drove down there to get us all off
the Rocket-this was the passenger train
that ran through here.
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